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The start of the year proved very busy for me. I was finishing up my career with plans to retire from the 

workforce at the end of February. I was kept very busy at work to the very end but did find time to work 

with Jeff Palmer on the LSR elections. We had a large turnout for the voting this year. Here are the 

results: 

President – Donna Orr 

Treasurer – Steve Sandifer 

Div 1 Director – Dick Brannan 

Div 3 Director – Charles Goodrich 

Div 5 Director – Brooks Willig 

Div 7 Director – Don Kimmell 

I’d like to thank the members that stepped up to run for office. 

I assembled a clinic on the ice trade in New England and presented it to the Pettycoat Group in March. It 

covered the history of the methods of harvesting ice and how it evolved as a commercial business. I was 

so inspired by the information found during my research that I’ve decided to build a scene in HOn30. So 

far, I’ve completed a waterline model of a two-masted schooner that was used to ship ice from Maine to 

cities along the east coast. I am currently working on scratchbuilding an icehouse where the ice was 

stored after delivery by the narrow-gauge railroad. It’s all freelanced but based on historical practices. 

I will be presenting two clinics at the National Narrow Gauge Convention in Denver this September. One 

is the clinic I did at last year’s LSR Convention on Figures. The second will cover how I developed an 

operating system on my 2-foot Wiscasset, Waterville & Farmington layout.  

I am working with Bob Barnett and Chuck Lind on the 2024 LSR Convention to be held next February in 

Houston. I will serve as the Registrar, something I’ve never done before. Fortunately, I have Bob, Chuck, 

and the rest of the team to help guide me! 

Finally, I had a chance to work with my Grandson, Peter when he showed interest in learning something 

about photography. I let him use my DSLR to compose and shoot the photo below. The scene is on an N 

Scale layout he and his brother have been building at my house. I showed him how to use the camera to 

take several shots at various focal points. Then he used my stacking software to complete the shot. It 

took him several tries, each time he discovered something out of place. Tim Blackwell at the Cowcatcher 

magazine published the photo in the Mar/Apr issue. 



 

Figure 1 - A switch crew on the local is discussing their next move. Photo by 11-year old  Peter D Leach, grandson of the author. 
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